Retired registered nurses' stories about being in ethically difficult care situations.
Twelve retired nurses were asked to narrate a care situation in which it had been difficult for them as nurses to know what was the right and good thing to do. The transcribed interviews were examined by content analyses. Physicians were the central coactors in the nurses' stories. Colleagues were seldom mentioned. Other ward staff were mainly called "the girls". The patient was central and referred to with respect. All the nurses focused on experiential learning. Guiding ethical principles are listed.